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Foreword
Northampton County, Pennsylvania, invites you to
explore the outdoors in ways you never thought
possible. Hiking, biking, walking, rolling, strolling,
fishing, floating, dining, wining, shopping, camping,
and touring can all happen here in one day…or one
week, or for the rest of your life. That’s because
Northampton, one of the sister counties of the Lehigh
Valley, has two rivers, miles and miles of trails, great
parks, preserved farmland, historic boroughs, and
access to three vibrant downtowns. And, all of that is
less than a day’s drive from the biggest cities of the
Eastern United States and Canada!
In the pages that follow, Northampton lays out their
newest idea for meeting the demand for outdoor
recreation and economic development:

The Northern Tier Trail
The Northern Tier Trail is a 35-mile trail proposed for
the most northern 14 municipalities of Northampton
County, Pennsylvania. When complete, it will connect
the outdoor recreation, tourism, and economic
development resources—the old fashioned ones and
the new ones too—of each community, from the
Lehigh River to the Delaware River, and everywhere in
between.
For more information please visit:

www.northamptoncounty.org
Courtesy: Lehigh Valley Economic Development

Getting There from Here

Directions

Bike It!

If you’re visiting from outside Northampton
County, and almost forgot to go home, don’t
worry, it won’t take long to get there from here.

Driving from points north and south will likely
lead you to one of three main Northern Tier
boroughs: Walnutport, Wind-Gap, or Portland.

Getting to the Northern Tier Trail by bicycle is
getting easier. The transportation departments
of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York each
are installing new bicycle and multi-use trails
and updating their downloadable map guides.

From the North:
Route I-81 to I-476 to US 209 S to PA 248 or
Route I-81 to I-380 S to I-80 E to PA-33 S or
US-209 S to PA-611 S
From the South:
Driving Distance from
Northern Tier Trail
Allentown
Boston
New York
Philadelphia
Baltimore
Washington, D.C.

15 Miles
275 Miles
68 Miles
70 Miles
160 Miles
190 Miles

Route I-95 to I-476 N to PA 309 to PA-873N or
Route I-476 N to US-22 E to PA 33 N or
NJ-31 N to US Route 46 W
From the East:

The Northern Tier Trail is located just above the
Lehigh Valley’s biggest cities: Allentown,
Bethlehem, and Easton. If the drive isn’t quick
enough we recommend using the Lehigh Valley
International Airport, known for 11 non-stop
flights in the U.S. and exceptional customer
service:
Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE)
3311 Airport Road, Allentown, PA 18109
P:
W:

(610) 266-6000
www.flylvia.com

Route I-80 to exit 4A to NJ-94S or
Route I-78 to NJ-31 N to US Route 46 W
From the West:

Pennsylvania
Bicycle PA-Route L –225 miles from Chester to
Susquehanna counties. Segment 9 can get you
to Walnutport Borough, Northampton County.
Bicycle PA-Route S—Segment 32 connects with
the D&L Trail, just south of Northampton.
Bicycle PA-Route V—Segments 27, 28, & 29
finish this 360-mile route, above Northampton.
Bicycle PA-Route E—under construction from
the City of Philadelphia to the D&L Trail, just
south of Northampton County.

Route I-78 E to PA-143 N or
Route 1-78 E to US-22 E to PA 309 N to PA 873 N

New Jersey

Hop on the Bus

D&R Canal Towpath—for connecting with PA.

Lehigh Valley’s bus system, LANta, delivers riders
to Walnutport, Wind Gap, Pen Argyl, Bangor, and
Roseto boroughs using the following bus routes:

Liberty-Water Gap Trail—under construction
from Liberty State Park, in Jersey City, NJ, to
Delaware Water Gap, PA, to Portland Borough.

•
•

Bus 325 Lehigh Valley Mall-Egypt-LCCC
Bus 217 Bethlehem-Slate Belt
www.lantabus.com

New York
State Bike Route 17 to Port Jervis to Delaware
Water Gap to Portland Borough, Northampton.
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Executive Summary

Northampton County, Pennsylvania, is known for its ambition and
enduring spirit. One of the world’s largest industrial steel plants was
born here. So too were America’s most prized 1800’s slate quarries.
Thousands of laborers supported these operations, went off to World
Wars, and returned to invigorate the universities and businesses the
County is known for today. Over 300,000 people are thought to live here
now, and while their quality of life needs are different from the Industrial
Revolution, their determination is stronger than ever.
In recent years, Northampton County residents voiced, repeatedly, their
life interests are directly linked to the natural environment. They
responded a resounding ‘yes’ to more land conservation. They asked for
more support for farming, for habitat protection, and for outdoor
recreation. They declared given half a chance, they would spend more
time and more money on these interests.
The Northern Tier Trail Feasibility Study is Northampton County’s
presentation of an idea that when complete will improve the lives of its
residents, link the region’s largest trails, and connect local businesses
with thousands of visitors and tourists. The study had three main goals:
• To proof the alignment of a 35-mile trail from the Lehigh River to
the Delaware River;

Findings of the Study
1. The Northern Tier is now a recreation and tourism gap;
2. The Northern Tier is located between major geo-tourism areas
worth billions annually;
3. Un-used rail-lines—more trail obstructions than anticipated;
4. Conservation areas predominate Kittatinny Ridge foothills;

• To identify the opportunities and constraints of linking the trail
to existing parks, trails, boroughs and other special places;
• To create an economic and tourism boost for the Northern-Tier;
…and, the findings of the study suggest the trail is feasible, and even
more important, realizable in the near future!

5. Nearly 97-miles of on-road and off-road trail are still possible;
6. There is broad support for establishing the proposed trails;
7. Average cost per mile estimate: $600,000 before grants;
8. Average cost per mile estimate: $250,000 after grants;
9. Collaboration of state, county, and local government is needed!
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The Benefits of Trails

National studies and surveys repeatedly rank trails and protected open
space the #1 priority for retaining community character, improving the
health of residents, connecting families and friends, increasing
property values, and generating and promoting new business.

Walking is #1 exercise you can do for
the rest of your life!

Walking just 20 minutes/day helps:
•
•
•

to lower your blood pressure 4-10 points
to lower your risk of an early death by 30%!
to lower your risk of heart disease, diabetes,
strokes, cancer and depression!!

Spending time outdoors improves your cognitive reasoning by 50%
1/5 of Pennsylvania tourists travel
for outdoor recreation
In other states, cyclists tend to be top wage earners, 50% earning
$100,000

Trails improve a sense of community
through pride and neighborly bonds

Outdoor recreation adds $730 billion and 6.5 million jobs to the US
economy
-

Proximity to trails is a #1 priority for
homebuyers
2

Trails can increase property value $9 per foot closer to a
trail
Homes within ¼ mile of protected land increased in value
by $15,400

Trails improve community economics by attracting tourists,
promoting local businesses, and improving property values
Sources:
U.S. News and World Report
American Hiking Society
American Heart Association

American Trails.org
Pa DCNR
Outdoor Industry Foundation

University of Cincinnati
National Parks Services
Livable Landscapes

National Association of Homebuilders
National Association of Realtors
Outdoor Industry Association

Introduction
The Northern Tier of Northampton County, Pennsylvania, includes the
fourteen (14) most northern municipalities of the county; the most rural,
scenic, and untapped municipalities. During the times of the Industrial
Revolution, it was spotted with quarries, striped with active rail lines,
and towns like Chapman were teaming with life. When the demand for
quarried slate and canal transported coal disappeared, Mother Nature
returned. Today, the area is known for its farmland, clean streams,
exceptional bird habitat, and the Appalachian Trail.
The Northern Tier Trail Feasibility Study presents the County’s intent
to meet the demand for outdoor recreation and to invigorate an
important local economy. To assist them with the study, County Council
established a steering committee and invited representatives of each of
the 14 municipalities to attend and participate in every meeting.

Northern Tier Trail Steering Committee
Becky Bartlett • Deputy Director of Administration, Northampton County
Bryan Cope • Open Space Coordinator, Northampton County
Matt Dietz • County Council, Northampton County
Ed Eppler • Vice President, Finance, Discover Lehigh Valley
Gordon Heller • Parks Superintendent, Northampton County
Tim Herrlinger • Comm. & Economic Development, Northampton County
Mike Kukitz • Executive Director, Northern Lehigh Recreation
Tricia McCloskey • Mid-Atlantic Planner, Appalachian Mountain Club
Mike Ortoski • Executive Director, Slate Belt Rising
Scott Parsons • President, SlateBelt COG
Lorne Possinger • Recreation & Conservation Manager, PA DCNR
Stephen Reider • Director, Community Action, Slate Belt Rising
Claire Sadler • Director of Trails & Conservation, D&L Nat’l Heritage Corridor
Mike Stershic • President, Discover Lehigh Valley
Chris Strohler • Senior Conservation Planner, Wildlands Conservancy
Tara Zrinski • County Council, Northampton County

Study Area
The Steering Committee decided the Northern Tier area from the Lehigh to
the Delaware ought to be studied in seven (7) overlapping segments, five
(5) miles wide each; and, that Chapman Borough warranted a special
connection to the otherwise east-west/west-east trail corridor.
Segment 1—Lehigh River & Walnutport to edge of Danielsville, Lehigh
Segment 2—Danielsville, Lehigh Twp. toward Appalachian Park, Moore
Segment 3—through Moore Twp. and part of Bushkill Twp.
Segment 4—part Moore Twp., Bushkill Twp., Wind Gap, part Pen Argyl
Segment 5—part Wind Gap, Pen Argyl, Bangor, Roseto, part East Bangor
Segment 6—part Roseto and East Bangor, Upr Mt. Bethel Twp.
Segment 7—part Upr Mt. Bethel Twp. and all Portland
Chapman Borough—all of Chapman
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14 MUNICIPALITIES
The trail segments of the study area overlap because each the fourteen
(14) northern tier municipalities agreed to partner with its neighbor and
with the county toward completion of the trail. Each has participated in
previous planning initiatives to introduce trails, greenways, and
conservation to their region. And, each openly expressed great
satisfaction with the County’s Livable Landscapes Program and Division
of Parks & Recreation.

Borough of Walnutport
Moore Township
Bushkill Township
Plainfield Township
Washington Township
Borough of Roseto
Upper Mount Bethel Township

Lehigh Township
Borough of Chapman
Borough of Wind Gap
Borough of Pen Argyl
Bangor Borough
Borough of East Bangor
Borough of Portland

Purpose, Goals and Methodology
Having completed or participated in various planning studies for the
region, the Committee and 14 municipalities identified the purpose and
the goals of the plan to be one and the same. And, to realize a
connection between two major rivers, across a rural landscape 35 miles
long, and for the sake of all communities, the primary concern was
coordination of the plan.

Goals of the Study
• To proof the alignment of a
35-mile trail from the Lehigh
River to the Delaware River;
• To identify the opportunities
and constraints of linking the
trail to existing parks, trails,
boroughs and other special
places;
• To create an economic and
tourism
boost
for
the
Northern-Tier.

The Northampton County Livable Landscapes Program and Division of
Parks and Recreation served as the coordinating entity and, with the
project consultants, set about gathering relevant mapping data, public
input, and a list of opportunities and constraints for each segment.
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Planning Studies
The following studies were found to support a Northern Tier Trail:
Lehigh Valley Greenways Plan 2007
Lehigh Valley Trails Inventory 2009
Lehigh Valley Trails Inventory 2013
Walk LV Regional Sidewalk Inventory 2016
Livable Landscapes: An Open Space Plan for Northampton County 2015
Slate Belt Rising: Community Revitalization Plan 2016
Two Rivers Area Greenway Plan 2005
Liberty-Water Gap Trail Feasibility Study 2013
Delaware River Water Trail: Concept Plan 2006
Lehigh River Watershed Conservation Management Plan 2003
Monocacy Watershed Plan 2017-2018

In addition to the county and regional planning documents reviewed, the
following municipal plans were reviewed and found to support the trail:
Borough of Walnutport
Lehigh Township
Moore Township
Borough of Chapman
Bushkill Township
Borough of Wind Gap
Plainfield Township
Borough of Pen Argyl
Washington Township
Bangor Borough
Borough of Roseto
Borough of East Bangor
Upper Mount Bethel Township

Borough of Portland
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Comprehensive Plan 2006-Draft Copy
Comprehensive Plan 1999
Open Space Plan 2010
Nazareth Area Multimunicipal Plan 2006
Open Space Plan 2007, Official Map 2005
Regional Comprehensive Plan 2004,
Plainfield Open Space Plan 2010,
Pen Argyl Weona Park Master Plan

Regional Comprehensive Plan 2004
Recreation, Parks &Open Space 2004,
Open Space Implementation Plan 2009,
Barn Master Plan 2013
Comprehensive Plan 2014

Public Participation
Public participation in Northern Tier Trail Feasibility Study includes
feedback recruited through: committee meetings, survey questionnaires,
online surveys, key person and focus group interviews, public workshops,
and news articles. In each, the trail was met with great support.
Favorite Activities—using trails for fun and socializing, walking, hiking &
nature viewing; the majority of respondents used them for these reasons
10 times, or more. Least responses—trails to work, shops, and schools.
Favorite Trails—the existing Plainfield Township Trail, the nature center
trails at Jacobsburg Environmental Center (with the Bushkill Trail), and
the Appalachian and D&L trails ranked easy to somewhat easy to access.
Top destinations—excursions to natural Areas, rivers & streams, other
trails, and park and recreation areas ranked highest.
Top amenities—for most useful trail amenities, respondents identified
educational material, maps, bathrooms, and access to water.
Exciting —any opportunity to increase connections to Northampton
parks, trails, and boroughs was deemed most exciting about new trails.
Interviews of all 14 municipalities were conducted as were key persons
with important business, conservation, and recreation opinions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waste Management, Inc.—Ron Myer, John Hambrose, Adrienne Fors
Slate Belt Rising—Stephen Reider
Friends of Lake Minsi—Judy Henckel, Jim Wilson
Upper Mount Bethel Township—David Due
Valley Mountain Biker—Louis Mazzante, President
Appalachian Trail Conservancy—Brooks Mountcastle
Wind Gap Hiking Club and Batona Hiking Club—Martin Otto
Lehigh Wheelmen Association—Ron Helmuth, Frieder de Biasi
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Public workshops offer residents and stakeholders the opportunity to
take part in the planning of trails. Power point presentations, display
boards, surveys, and maps were used to capture the interests of the
public. Attendees learned of trail benefits, discussed trail alignments,
and added to the possible list trail destinations.

Destinations Suggested by Workshop Attendees:
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Berlinsville
Danielsville & Danielsville Park
Delps Road Park
Chapman Borough
Evergreen Lake
Jacobsburg Environmental Center
Wind Gap Borough
Plainfield Township Trail
Bangor Borough
Waste Management-Environment Ctr
Minsi Lake
Northampton County Park
Kirkridge Retreat Center
Upper Mt. Bethel Township Park
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Walnutport Borough
Bryfogle Memorial Park
Woodstone Country Club
Appalachian Park
Moore Township Recreation
Graver Arboretum
Cortes Picnic Grounds
Pen Argyl Borough
Weona Park
Twin Lakes
Bear Swamp Park
Portland Borough
Lock tender's House
Columcille Megalith Park
Slate Belt Aquaculture

Branding and Logo Design
Creating a marketable brand for new trails is an excellent way to
distinguish them as linear parks with community support. Logos, signage
and handouts, with unified design, offer the public an opportunity to
bond to a trail identity---the uniqueness of a trail that speaks to the
community’s history or cultural resources. The project team was asked
to prepare logos and custom wayfinding and directional signage for the
Northern Tier Trail. An initial design was inspired by the history of the
northern tier slate belt and its slate manufacturing equipment. As it
happened, aspects of the equipment were reminiscent of the wheels and
gears of a bicycle. From this initial design, workshop discussions were
had with the final result including the gear, silhouettes of trail users, and
especially a silhouette of a hawk, which speaks to the importance of the
Kittatinny Ridge and Northampton County as world-recognized raptor
migration route and habitat.

Final Design of Northern Tier Logo
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Market Information
The Northern Tier is a collection of 14
municipalities in the most northern reaches of
Northampton County, Pennsylvania. Their span
from the Lehigh River east to the Delaware River
includes 35 miles of rolling farmland, forests, and
streams set to the backdrop of the majestic
Kittatinny Ridge. Without realizing it, a resident
and visitor might forget just how close they are to
the cities of Boston, New York, Allentown,
Bethlehem, Easton, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and
Washington D.C. The collective population of
these cities is 23,843,017 people!
Not to be outdone by the cities, the counties of
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, surrounding
Northampton’s Lehigh Valley, have almost as many
possible Northern Tier Trail visitors with

11,009,333 people estimated in 2016.
To meet the demand for outdoor recreation and
invigorate the economy of the Northern Tier,
Northampton County can count on the fact its
population of 297,973 persons is already
surrounded by a good base of customers.
Encouraging locals to use the trail system and
inviting visitors to the region will be about
outreach and accommodation.

Community Background
The population of the Northern Tier grew by 15% between 1990 and 2010, according to the US
Census. And, despite the loss of residents in some communities, such as Chapman, overall the
region is expected to grow another 18% by the year 2020, according to the regional planning
commission. And, thanks, in part, to the relationship it has with the entire Lehigh Valley, and the
valley’s three cities, each in the midst of revitalization, the region’s growth will continue.

2010 US Census
Northern Tier Communities
Borough of Walnutport
Lehigh Township
Moore Township
Borough of Chapman
Bushkill Township
Borough of Wind Gap
Plainfield Township
Borough of Pen Argyl
Washington Township
Bangor Borough
Borough of Roseto
Borough of East Bangor
Upper Mount Bethel Township
Borough of Portland
Total

2,070
10,526
9,198
199
8,178
2,720
6,138
3,595
5,122
5,273
1,567
1,172
6,706
519
62,983

Northampton County
297,973
Lehigh County
349,497
Lehigh Valley 647,232
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Lehigh Valley Economic Forecast
The Lehigh Valley is an extraordinary place to start and maintain a
business. Across all business sectors Lehigh and Northampton are
growing. In fact, the Lehigh Valley Economic Development 2017 Annual
Report revealed the economic strength of the sister counties of Lehigh
and Northampton: the Gross Domestic Product is now beyond $39.1
billion, an amount larger than 108 countries throughout the world.

Bethlehem Steel Stacks-a steel mill converted to arts center. Courtesy Discover Lehigh Valley

“If the Lehigh Valley were a
country, it would be the 87th
largest country in the world
based on these economic
output numbers.”
Don Cunningham, LVEDC
President & CEO

The LVEDC report goes on to reference the national publication, Site
Selection, to promote the Lehigh Valley actually ranked among the top
seven regions in the Northeast US, despite the fact it fits the smaller
category of metropolitan statistical area: it ranked 5th behind New York,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Boston!
It stands to reason that a business focused on outdoor recreation or on
eco- and heritage tourism would benefit from this flourishing economic
base. In a possible business sector they would fit, the Arts,
Accommodation & Food Service sector grew to $1.6 billion in 2017.
Tourism in the Lehigh Valley
According to Discover Lehigh Valley, the Lehigh Valley’s premier tourism
bureau, Lehigh and Northampton counties hosted 15.2 million visitors, in
2015. The positive economic impact of this tourism:
 $5.5 million per day
 24,750 jobs supported by visitor spending
For more info: www.discoverlehighvalley.com
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Northampton County’s Existing Workforce
Northampton County is enjoying relatively low unemployment with a
May 2018 rate of 4.6%. Also in 2018, the PA Department of Labor &
Industry reported the county’s recent 2016 employment strength was
found in the top three industry sectors: Health Care and Social
Assistance, with 1,016,283 employees, Retail Trade, with 637,984
employees, and Manufacturing with 559,318 employees. Especially
important for understanding the capacity of Northampton to accept
Northern Tier Trail tourism, the Department reported the
Accommodation and Food Services sector had 436,254 employees.
The top ten largest employers in Northampton County are:











Sands Bethworks Gaming LLC,
Wal-Mart Associates, Inc.,
C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc.,
Lehigh University,
Northampton County,
Bethlehem Area School District,
Guardian Life Insurance Company
Northampton County Area Community College
Crayola LLC
Easton Area School District

Northampton County: Annual Average Wage of Employees in 2016

The initial support and the longevity of the Northern Tier Trail may
depend upon Northampton’s ability to attract a workforce that can
support the design, engineering, construction, maintenance and
activities of a new trail system. Northampton County shows strength in
all of these categories, seen in the list of the 2016 annual average wage
of employees in specific and similar occupational groups.
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Capturing the Market
The Northern Tier is surrounded by millions of would be visitors; visitors
who would find the region exceptionally easy to access and diverse in its
offerings of outdoor recreation and eco- and heritage tourism. In 2017,
Discover Lehigh Valley, reported over $2 billion in overnight room tax
collections. According to national and statewide studies, this figure could
be low.
The National Scene
Multiple national studies suggest outdoor recreation is increasing and
without pause for the next several years. According to the Outdoor
Recreation Outlook 2018, by American Recreation Coalition:
 outdoor recreation generates $887 billion in annual spending and
supports 7.6 million jobs nationwide;
 visitation to the National Park sites is up by 23.7 million visits;
 in 2016, state parks had 791 million visitors with 91.9% of visitors
recorded as day-time users, especially to 38,000 miles of trails;
 66 million overnight visitors to state parks also helped increase sales
of recreational vehicles (RVs) by 11.38% from 2016-2017;
 fishing is the second most popular sport, behind jogging;
 archery as a sport increased by 20% from 2012 to 2015;
 camping increased by 13 million households from 2016 to 2017;
 persons in the ‘Millennial’ demographic now account for 38% of the
75 million active camping households, up 34% in 2016;
 Millennials reported they will increase their camping for more time
spent with friends and family, being physically active and to improve
their overall emotional well-being and health;
 In 2016, 40% of 25.6 million non-North American visitors, spent time
in national parks.
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Pennsylvania Dollars
Calculating the economic impact of trails in Pennsylvania is becoming
easier and easier… because so many communities have installed and are
installing them. Over a thousand miles of trails are planned for the state
with several of the largest trails in close proximity to the Northern Tier.







Appalachian Trail—229.6 Pennsylvania miles
9/11 Memorial Trail—1,000 miles
Liberty-Water Gap Trail—150 miles
D&L National Heritage Corridor Trail—165 miles
Schuylkill River Trail (SRT)—120 miles
East Coast Greenway Trail—2,900 miles

In 2015, the Schuylkill River Trail (SRT) was named ‘Best Urban Trail’ by
USA Today. Just prior to that award, in 2012, the heritage area of the SRT
generated $589.9 million in economic impact, supported 6,154 jobs, and
added $37.7 million in tax revenue (TrippUmbach, 2012).

Pennsylvania Case Studies by the Trail Town Program:
Great Allegheny Passage, all 150 miles—in 2012, the positive economic
impact was $50 million, in 2013 there were 940,000 users, and by 2014,
sales increased due to trails by 15% from 2008;
Erie to Pittsburgh Trail, 62 miles—in 2013 there were 159,000 users, an
economic impact of $7.48 million, and 40% of expanding businesses
claimed it was due to the trail;
Overall survey of trail users near Pittsburgh:


55.5% of respondents were between the ages of 46 –65



33.8% of respondents used trails more than once a week



The most preferred lodging accommodation was camping at
46.8% followed by hotel at 37.3% and Bed and Breakfasts at
36.8%.



The top services and amenities were Restaurants/Cafés at
81.3% followed by Public Restrooms/Water at 80.2%.

Hard Money-Soft Money
To capture the dollars spent by hundreds of thousands of trail users, in
the state, the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association and the PA
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources compile trail user
surveys, for example:
The Great Allegheny Passage—ave. spent $13/day; overnight$98/day,



32.5% of respondents selected they would be willing to pay 6 –
10% more for a product that was environmentally or
sustainably made.



76.6% of respondents were more likely to patron a business
that has bike racks/bike storage



For food options 65% were looking for local/regional favorites
and 57.5% were looking for locally grown or raised

Schuylkill River Trail—ave. hard costs $406.31 to prepare for the trail and
$9.07/day on soft goods such as water and ice cream,
Heritage Rail Trail—ave. hard costs $367 to prepare for the trail and
$12.66/day on soft goods



84.2% of respondents typically found out about business or
attractions through internet and social media

www.trailtowns.org
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Northern Tier Destinations
Outdoor recreation and trail use is at an all-time high, and projected to
grow. The Lehigh Valley is a major tourism destination with outdoor
adventures, music festivals, food and wine venues, and art, cultural,
historic and children’s museums. And, to ensure the Northern Tier

Trail attracts and re-attracts trail users, the public, the northern tier
municipalities and the committee suggest some places stand out:
Historic Towns and Villages






Walnutport Borough
Berlinsville
Danielsville
Chapman Borough
Wind Gap Borough







Bangor Borough
Pen Argyl Borough
East Bangor
Roseto Borough
Portland Borough

Nature Centers





Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Jacobsburg Environmental Center
Grand Central Environmental Education Center
Lee and Virginia Graver Arboretum

Parks & Trails









Bryfogle Memorial Park
Danielsville Park
Delps Road Park
Appalachian Park
Moore Township Recreation
Cortes Picnic Grounds
Bushkill Township Trail
Plainfield Township Trail










Weona Park
Bear Swamp Park
Minsi Lake
Twin Lakes
Upper Mt. Bethel Township Park
Columcille Megalith Park
Delaware Water Gap (Nat’l Park)
Cherry Valley Wildlife Refuge

Other Highly Visited Sites
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Woodstone Country Club
Evergreen Lake Fishing and Camp Ground
Walnutport Lock Tender’s House
Kirkridge Retreat Center

Trail Action Plan

Through public workshops, survey questionnaires, key person interviews
and focus group and committee discussions, the proposed Northern
Tier Trail is more than one linear trail path, through the farmland, open
space, or woodlands of the northern tier municipalities. It is in fact a
sequence of experiences linking important destinations. From the
beginning it was understood the existing conditions of the northern tier
municipalities would limit much of the trail design concept to the
foothills of the Kittatinny Ridge. The unexpected pleasant result is that
the proposed multi-use trail along major roads and the off-road and
country road alignments perfectly connect trail users to the special
places of the northern tier.

Existing Conditions
The landscape of the northern tier municipalities includes rivers,
streams, farmland, and steep sloped Kittatinny Ridge forests and
woodlands. A vast majority of what is assumed available for the creation
of an off-road trail alignment, with or without use of abandoned rail
lines, is actually owned by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the
National Park Service. Those lands identified for use by Pennsylvania
Game Commission dominate the steep slopes, the woods, and the
foothills of the Kittatinny Ridge. These lands are generally considered off
limits for non-hunting recreation, except in specific non-hunting seasons.
Lands of the National Park Service for use and enjoyment of the
Appalachian Trail, the Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge, and the
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, similarly occupy areas of,
and above the Kittatinny Ridge, with special restrictions of use.
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River Access
Both the Lehigh and Delaware rivers are the subject of managed water
trails, with recreational boating allowed and shoreline launch and
landing guaranteed by state laws. However, only the Lehigh River has
easily accessible dedicated launch and landing parking lots.
Abandoned Rail Lines
Aerial and mapping research suggests the remnants of the Lehigh
Valley’s rail lines are waiting for would-be trail goers. Sadly, long
stretches of these rail lines ribbon the lands of the commonwealth or in
fact lead directly to the front door of a private residence. The acquisition
of trail easements on abandoned rail lines is recommended in this study.
However, miles and miles are not recommended due to existing, and
thought to be cost prohibitive, obstructions.
Conservation Lands
Land permanently protected by state and county farmland and open
space programs dots the landscape of the northern tier and
Northampton County is well known for its success in this endeavor. The
Committee chose not to propose trails that cross protected open space.
Public Parks and Recreation Areas
Wherever possible, the Northern Tier Trail seeks the use of public
parks for establishing trailhead parking and amenities.
Public Roads
Three state roads are singled out: PA Route 946, Route 512, Route 611;
with various country roads included throughout the northern tier.

Trail Design Concept
The design concept of the Northern Tier Trail begins with the
selection of seven (7) trail segments, five (5) miles long each, and a
separate and very important trail segment called, Chapman Borough.
Each of the trail segments, with the exception of Chapman Borough,
overlaps, at the request of the fourteen (14) northern tier municipalities
and the Northern Tier Steering Committee. The overlapping segments
allow municipalities to partner with each other and with Northampton
County for trail funding and implementation.
The Northern Tier Trail is proposed for trail-usage typically between
the hours of dawn and dusk, with extended hours for multi-use trail
paths that travel in similar fashion to sidewalks, along PA Route 946, PA
Route 512 and PA Route 611. Trailhead usage beyond the hours of
prescribed park will be determined by the municipal owner.

The proposed trail width sought is a 12-foot wide path, for use in both
directions, acknowledging that the term ‘shared’ refers to a hard surface
treatment such as asphalt:
Northern Tier Trail Proposed Off-Road—a two-way path on purchased
trail easements, and consisting of hard cinder crushed stone similar to
existing Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage trails;
Northern Tier Trail On-Route—a multi-use trail path along the state
roads of Rt. 946, Rt. 512, and Rt. 611 with a buffer between the road;
Northern Tier Trail Country Road—a walking and bicycling route in the
country road with ample signage and crossings.

Trail Design Standards
Three main types of non-motorized trails are recommended, each
intended to be compliant with the standards of the following:
1. American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHATO) Guide for Planning, Design, and Operation of Bicycle Facilities
2. ADA Accessibility Guidelines and Standards for Accessible Design
3. Federal Access Board Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed
Areas
4. Public Right of Way Accessibility Guidelines
5. Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
6. Pennsylvania and Lehigh Valley Trail Design Standards
7. Universal Access Trails and Shared Use Paths

Rendering of On-Route multi-use trail path along Rt. 946

Each of the trail types recommended for the northern tier may have
bridge and boardwalk connections that are held in the above standards.
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Trail Segment 1:

WALNUTPORT CANAL ASSOCIATION

Road— 5 miles

Multi-use Trail—10 miles

LEHIGH GAP NATURE CENTER

BECKY’S DRIVE-IN, BERLINSVILLE

Trail Segment 1 offers three (3)options to travel to and from the Lehigh River:

Constraints

Option #1 begins or ends at the parking lot at the Walnutport Canal Association, or in Walnutport
Borough. From the parking lot travel north along the D&L Trail Walnutport Canal Spur, approximately
2 miles, to an elevated walkway and pedestrian bridge over the existing rail line to a scenic overlook.
Crossing PA Route 145, use new sidewalks to switch back southeastward on a rail line easement
immediately opposite the Appalachian Trail north of PA Route 248, crossing Alder Drive to Popular
Drive. Use this country road to new sidewalks on Lehigh Drive (PA Rt.248), in Berlinsville, then a new
crossing at Mountain View Drive (PA Rt.946) to a new pathway to Bryfogle Memorial Park. From the
Park, use a new pathway to a crossing at Berlinsville Hotel or at Becky’s Drive-In and travel east on rail
line easements to Trail Segment #2’s primary destination, Danielsville.

Land Ownership:

Option #2 also begins or ends at the Walnutport Canal Association, or in Walnutport, but travels
south on the D&L Trail Spur, Canal Street or Washington Drive to a new crossing at Birch Drive, then a
new pathway and residential development sidewalks to a rail line easement, to cross Maple Drive and
new crossing at Becky’s Drive-In at Lehigh Drive, then east with Option #1’s rail easements to
Danielsville.
Option #3 is the most linear route, using bicycle lanes and multi-use trails alongside PA Rt.
946/Mountain View Drive to and from Walnutport, to Berlinsville, then on to Danielsville.
22

Private Parcels
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Trail Segment 2:

Road—5.4 miles Multi-use Trails—7.5 miles

Trail Segment 2 uses the village of Danielsville as the primary destination, with a
road or multi-use trail leading into Danielsville using a new crossing at PA Rt. 946
and Blue Mountain Drive. Danielsville is an important destination for Appalachian
Trail hikers and improvements to this intersection will benefit residents and shop
owners as well. For travelers from Walnutport, the multi-use trail will arrive at
Segment 2 just below Danielsville Park and carry trail users along Blue Mountain
Drive, or across a rail line easement to Walnut Drive. Danielsville Park is a
proposed trailhead for the Northern Tier Trail.
From the intersection in Danielsville or from Danielsville Park, use new sidewalks
to a multi-use trail along PA Rt. 946 to Dogwood Road. Staying in this country
road, travelers head north to Red Maple Drive to Delps Road, arriving at Delps
Park, another proposed trailhead for the Northern Tier Trail. Heading east from
Delps Park, trail users will stay in the country road, Delps Road, cross Moser Road,
and reach Segment 3 just opposite Lake Tu Peek.

DANIELSVILLE BEFORE

Constraints
Land Ownership:

Technical Issues:

Limited Private Parcels

Pedestrian Crossings

Easements/Permissions Required:
State Roads, Municipal Parks
DANIELSVILLE AFTER
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Trail Segment 3:

Road—2.4 miles Multi-use Trails—7.6 miles
Trail Segment 3 maintains a country road alignment for part of the journey, through
Moore Township, to and from Walnutport to Portland. It also initiates a cross country
rail line easement multi-use trail. From Segment 2, roughly at Lake Tu Peek, trail users
finish their travels on Delps Road and turn left, travelling north and east on Mountain
Road, crossing Smith Gap Road, a major connector for cars heading over the
Kittatinny Ridge, to the intersection of Mountain Road and Copella Road S/Skunk
Road N. Trail users have the option to head north, 2,000 feet, on Skunk Road to the
Moore Township Appalachian Park, a proposed trailhead for the Northern Tier Trail.
Or, trail users can continue across the intersection onto Benders Drive, travelling to or
past the destination Evergreen Lake Fishing and Camp Ground.

INTERSECTION OF MOUNTAIN ROAD & COPELLA/SKUNK

From Benders Drive, roughly in the village/hamlet of Benders Junction, trail users
access the Northern Tier Trail’s longest stretch of rail line easement toward Wind Gap
Borough. They additionally have the option, in Benders Junction of travelling south
toward Moore Township’s municipal complex, then on to Chapman Borough or to
Moore Township Recreation fields.

Constraints
Land Ownership:

Technical Issues:

Private Parcels

Pedestrian Crossings

Easements/Permissions Required:
Rail line Easements, Township Park

THE CAMPFIRE EXPERIENCE TM
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Trail Segment 4:

TH

PROPOSED 8 STREET TRAILHEAD RENDERING

Road—4 miles

Multi-use Trails—9 miles

JACOBSBURG ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER

Trail Segment 4 is one of the most important crossroads for the Northern Tier Trail. From Moore
Township, through Bushkill Township, trail users have been travelling along a rail line easement.
Just at the border of Bushkill and Plainfield townships, and before the border of Wind Gap
Borough, they are offered three options:
1. they can continue on the rail easement onto a public road, 8th Street, to a proposed
trailhead connecting to the Appalachian Trail;
2. they can travel south along the Bushkill Township Trail to the Cortes Picnic Grove, which
has its own switch back path to Wind Gap, or on to the Jacobsburg Environmental Center;
3. they have the option to travel into Wind Gap Borough, on 8th Street, to the intersection of
N. Broadway, where travelers will use a system of sidewalks southward to the borough’s
Wind Gap Park, another proposed trailhead for the Northern Tier Trail, and the east link to
Segment 5.
Through Segment 4, an on-road bicycle route has also been travelling along PA Route 512, to
continue through Wind Gap Borough to Pen Argyl Borough.
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WIND GAP BOROUGH PARK

Constraints
Land Ownership:
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Trail Segment 5:

Road—5.5 miles Multi-use Trails—5 miles

Trail Segment 5 offers trail users the most integrated urban experience with road and
multi-use paths carrying travelers back and forth to restaurants, shopping and parks in
Wind Gap, Pen Argyl, Bangor and Roseto boroughs, ultimately on to East Bangor Borough.
Three trailheads are offered: one existing trailhead, the Buss Street Trailhead, near Route
512, and two proposed trailheads, Weona Park and Bangor Memorial Park. To stay within
a multi-use trail system, travelling from Wind Gap Borough Park, trail users access EastWest Street, cross Alpha Road to a private trail easement, head north on the Plainfield
Township Trail to the Buss St. Trailhead, and for a short time travel along Route 512 to the
border of Pen Argyl, heading south on private trail easements to either a Main Street
option to Weona Park, or use of a borough owned path to the park, then north of the
park along a rail line easement to Segment 6 and Roseto Borough.
At least three separate excursion options are possible in Segment 5:
1. use the Plainfield Township Trail to head south to Northampton County’s
expanding park system and/ or to the Grand Central Environmental Education
Center, with scenic overlook;
2. use the proposed Washington Township Trail to head south into Washington;
3. work with the local hiking clubs to secure private trail easements north and uphill
to the Appalachian Trail

WEONA PARK

Constraints
Land Ownership:

Technical Issues:

Private Parcels

Pedestrian Crossings, Stormwater Management

Easements/Permissions Required:
Rail line Easements, Hiking Clubs and Appalachian Trail Conservancy, Park, State Road
BOROUGH STREETSCAPE
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Trail Segment 6:

Road—2.8 miles Multi-use Trails—16 miles
Trail Segment 6 is one of the most important Northern Tier Trail segments for nature
viewing, fishing, and exploring; it includes Minsi Lake, a major destination trailhead. The
Minsi Lake Wilderness Area consists of 300 acres of woodlands, paths, parking lots, boat
launches, signage and restrooms associated with the passive recreation allowed in and
around the 120-acre recreational fishing lake.
From Segment 5, trail users will head northeast to Minsi Lake using a privately owned
rail easement from Roseto Borough, to PA Route 191 and on to connections with Lake
Minsi Drive and Creek Road. An alternate bicycle and pedestrian option from Roseto,
along Route 191 is also possible, as is Creek Road to Bear Swamp Park and Minsi Lake.
The journey from Minsi Lake to Segment 7 begins on an abandoned rail line owned by
Upper Mount Bethel Township and carries trail users to Totts Gap Road.

MINSI LAKE

To simply head east from Roseto and East Bangor boroughs, toward Segment 7 and
Portland Borough, trail users can use the country road route of Ridge Road to the village
of Johnsonville, or the roadside route of PA 512. Additionally, from Minsi Lake, trail users
can explore the destinations of Columcille Megalith Park, Kirkridge Retreat Center, the
Twin Lakes Park, or the proposed Slate Belt Aquaculture and quarry parks.
Constraints
Land Ownership:
Private and Public Parcels and Rail Easements
Easements/Permissions Required:
Township Lands, State Road
Technical Issues:

VIEWS FROM A COUNTRY ROAD
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Trail Segment 7:

Road—4 miles

TRAILHEAD BEFORE

Multi-use Trails—7 miles

TRAILHEAD AFTER

PROPOSED STREET CROSSING

Trail Segment 7 segment has the most potential for near term completion due to public land
ownership and short distance between destinations. From Segment 6, trail users have travelled
either on a rail line owned by Upper Mount Bethel Township, or along private easements. Arriving
at the Upper Mount Bethel Township Park, a proposed trailhead, signage guides trail users toward
Portland, or into the natural area of the park. From the park, a rail easement and existing and to
be rebuilt stream crossing lead travelers on the north of Jacoby Creek Road to the intersection
with Middle Village Road. A street-crossing, a Jacoby Creek Road alignment, and private
easements lead travelers to another proposed street crossing to the Portland Borough Recreation
park.

Constraints
Land Ownership:

Technical Issues:

Private and Public Parcels and Rail Line Easements

Pedestrian and Stream Crossings

Easements/Permissions Required: Rail Easements, Township Lands, State Roads Route 512 & 611
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Chapman Borough: Road—5 miles

Multi-use Trails—1 mile

The Chapman Borough Trail Segment has the potential to link trail users from the
Northampton County Nor-Bath Trail to Chapman Borough, the Moore Township
municipal complex, the Moore Township Recreation fields, the on road Route 946
Northern Tier Trail route, the off-road Northern Tier Trail route, and potentially the
Appalachian Trail.
For the western half of the northern tier municipalities, this opportunity is similar
to the Plainfield, Bushkill and Washington trails. Two of those trails are already
stimulating outdoor recreation and economic development opportunities in those
townships as well as Wind Gap and Pen Argyl boroughs. This proposed alignment is
now a jointly proposed trail alignment by the Northern Tier Trail Study and the
Monocacy Creek Watershed Plan. The alignment will require a rail line easement
and various negotiations with private landowners.
CHAPMAN BOROUGH

Constraints
Land Ownership:
Private and Public Parcels and Easements
Easements/Permissions Required:

Reservoir/Quarry, Township Municipal Complex
Technical Issues:
Pedestrian and Stream Crossings

MOORE TOWNSHIP RECREATION CENTER
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Implementation
The Northern Tier Trail Feasibility Study is the result of nearly 20
years of constant planning analysis of the conservation, greenway, and
economic importance of Northampton County and the study specific
public workshops, surveys, and interviews related to the alignment of
the trail. Two alignments are suggested here, not independent of each
other but rather as a conceived whole. The proposed off-road and
country road route will take nature viewing, off-road bicycling, and
wandering to new levels. The very common on-route alignment,
travelling beside major roads, with a buffer between the road and a
paved multi-use path, will invite the regional, state, and out-of-state
bicyclists and hikers too.
Destination mapping was key to the process of developing this dual trail
alignment, with all participants in the study urging direct connection to
the historic boroughs, nature centers and other interesting places, sites
and vistas.
Partnerships between neighboring municipalities and Northampton
County lead to the overlapping trail segment analysis and will lead to
greater levels of commitment for state and non-profit funding agencies.
Those who donate funding to these trail segments will be assured at
least two municipal governments’ matching funds, and planning and
engineering scrutiny.
The following recommendations for the trail, and individual segments,
should acknowledge the attendance of municipal representatives at each
committee and public meeting of this study. And, each recommendation
will and can lead to site specific analysis of the appraised value of land or
easements, the engineering, and the cost to construct trails, bridges and
trailheads.

On-route multi-use trail

Proposed off-road and
country road alignment

Costs and Constraints Explained
Nearly 4,000 parcels were analyzed in this study and each segment has a
set of standard constraints to the implementation of the trail. The
proposed off-road and country road alignments tend to show a greater
complexity of Land Ownership issues related to the acquisition of
privately owned, by single owner or corporate owner, parcels of
abandoned rail lines. And, when thinking of using rail lines as a base of
travel, there is also the chance of a true rail crossing with an active rail
line or easements in or along rail lines that are not abandoned per se.
The proposed off-road and country road alignments also incur the full
cost of small and large trailheads in the proposed cost estimates because
they tend travel beyond the amenities of a village or borough. For the
purposes of developing the cost estimates of the on-route alignment, a
simpler approach assumes that not all of the alignment will neatly fit
within the right of way of the state road in question, and thus incur some
Land Ownership and Easement/Permission constraints.
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Each of the alignments recommended bears the Technical Issue
constraint of safely transporting pedestrians and cyclists across local and
state roads as well as existing streams. Inherent in the entire concept
design of either alignment is the technical issue of signage and
wayfinding. However, street crossings and stream crossings find
themselves at in an order of magnitude pricing beyond “finding your
way.”
Recommended Phasing
This study identifies nearly 97 miles of trail path, in two types of
alignments. Any of the 7 segments may begin closer analysis,
engineering or construction, at any time in the near future. This
statement is bound to the finances of the municipality and county as
primary partners but to the point that each alignment offers a
connection between destinations and local historic boroughs, there is a
great likelihood the general public is already waiting for these pedestrian
and cycle friendly improvements.
Soon as Possible Acquisitions
Acquisitions of trail easements do not convert to trail paths until they are
appraised, negotiated, acquired, and the engineering is complete. The
acquisition of any portion of any segment can and should begin soon.
Segments 1, 2, 3, and 4 have the longest stretch of privately owned
abandoned rail line, with dozens of landowners to negotiate.
Year 1 Engineering
Segment 6 and Segment 7 show the largest amount of publicly owned
land to serve as trailheads and trail connections. A Master Plan is already
complete for the Minsi Lake Trailhead with cost estimates. From Minsi
Lake to Portland Borough, Upper Mount Bethel Township and Portland
Borough are prepared to negotiate with existing landowners, and work
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with Northampton County, to establish the trail and to install new
signage.
Segments 4 and 5 additionally offer unique, near term final acquisition
and engineering given the concurrent negotiations by Bushkill and
Plainfield Township to establish their much celebrated trails. Wind Gap
and Pen Argyl have each met with Bushkill and Plainfield townships to
develop an approach to implementing the Northern Tier Trail.
When combined, if all the efforts of Segments 4, 5, 6, and 7 are matched
with the local economic revitalization and branding recommended in the
Slate Belt Rising document reviewed, and the key person interviews of
their leaders, there is a high likelihood the Northern Tier Trail will
extend from the Delaware River to Wind Gap Borough and to the
Bushkill Trail.
Year 1 Signage and Construction
Segments 4, 5, 6, 7 and 3 each have the potential to immediately install
small and large trailheads as well as wayfinding signage.
Small Trailhead Costs—include the pricing for simple kiosks, site
permitting and small landscaping.
Large Trailhead Costs—with the exception of Minsi Lake’s major
trailhead master plan, include the following costs:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Parking Pavement & Striping
Composting Restroom (2 unit)
A Kiosk
Fencing and Landscaping
A Gateway or Entrance Treatment
Two Picnic Tables, Two Park Benches and Lighting

A signage plan can be prepared and jointly shared by municipalities.

Maintenance & Operation

Risk Management Security Plan

The condition of any trail contributes to the ongoing use by local
residents but also of visitors who by the testimony of a growing number
of economic impact studies contribute millions and millions of dollars to
local economies nationally and statewide.

Managing the risks inherent with continuous public use of land is
important. For private landowners, the Pennsylvania Recreational Use of
Land and Water Act limits landowner liability for trail user injury or
property damage, if they make their land available for public recreation,
at no charge. To further support participating landowners, and to ensure
the local law enforcement isn’t needlessly challenged by the trail
implementation, a security plan should prepared by Northampton
County and the participating municipalities.

Answering the most common question, “How Much Does it Take to
Maintain a Trail?” the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission
reports ‘$1,000/mile’ and much of the cost of maintenance of a trail is
the result of repairing erosion, resurfacing from storm damage and limb
and leaf litter, and especially bathroom maintenance, or comfort station
maintenance.
For the Northern Tier Trail, it is recommended that the rural and small
town communities of the northern tier create a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with Northampton County and with the nonprofit, Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor. Such an MOU
would capture the shared responsibilities of the trail maintenance, and
facilities and amenities replacement if needed.

Such a plan would clearly state where law enforcement can safely access
the trail, where emergency services can access the trail, and where
residents and volunteers can promote these locations, and the safe use
of the trail through newsletters and signage. Hunting is common in the
northern tier and every effort should be taken to educate trail users and
to educate hunters regarding their shared space, and the potential for
dogs and injured animals to encounter each other.

Short Term Maintenance
The following short term maintenance needs are common:
•
•
•
•
•

Mowing, Pruning, and Tree and Shrub Limb Removal
Trailhead Snowplowing
Trash Removal, both in receptacles and loose
Lighting and Restroom Inspections-Ongoing
Security-Police and Ranger-Ongoing

Long-Term Maintenance
Long term maintenance generally involves major facility replacement,
due to age, weathering or destruction; and it also involves resurfacing of
the trail and the trailhead parking.

41

Cost

42

Funding Opportunities

The Northern Tier Trail was identified by the public, each of
fourteen (14) northern tier municipalities and Northampton
County as a highly desirable opportunity. Twenty years of
planning documents support the goal of implementing a
connection between the Lehigh River and Delaware River, and
everywhere in between. Nearly 97 miles of trail path are
described in on- and off-road alignments that meet the grant
funding criteria for pedestrian friendly, conservation minded,
multi-modal means of transportation through the northern tier.
And, as such, many of the following grants are in fact possible
sources of funds for this important opportunity.

•

Multimodal Transportation Funds Program
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and the
Department of Community & Economic Development provides
grants for projects that support safe and reliable transportation
systems and encourage economic development. Supported
projects develop or rehabilitate transportation assets for
communities including but not limited to lighting, sidewalks,
pedestrian safety, and streetscapes, as well as improving
connectivity and/or utilization of existing assets.
 Request Amount: $100,000 - $3,000,000
 Match: 30% Cash

•

Automated Red Light Enforcement Program (ARLE)
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation provides funds
through ARLE revenues to improve highway safety and reduce
congestion through a wide range of projects that aim to reduce
the number of violations and crashes at implementation sites, as
well as provide benefits to highway users. Funded projects
upgrade, improve, or install traffic-control signs and other forms
of roadway markings and structures to increase road capacity
and/or further pedestrian safety and mobility, and projects that
work to enhance visibility or drainage, etc.
 Request Amount: Dependent upon available yearly
revenues
 Match: None required

•

Green Light Go
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation administers
state funds through competitive grants to improve safety and
mobility through congestion reduction and improving the
efficiency of existing traffic signals on state and local highways.
Funded projects study, develop, and implement or remove
traffic assets, technologies, and plans.
 Request Amount: N/A
 Match: 20%
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•

•

•
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Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Program (GTRP)
The Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic
Development administers funds from the Marcellus Legacy Fund
for the planning, acquisition, development, rehabilitation, and
repair of greenways, recreational trails, open space, park and
beautification projects.
 Request Amount: Not to exceed $250,000
 Match: 15% Cash/Equivalent
 $100 application fee
Watershed Restoration and Protection Program (WRPP)
The Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic
Development administers funds from the Marcellus Legacy Fund
for watershed restoration and protection projects, which involve
the construction, expansion, improvement or repair,
maintenance, or rehabilitation of a new or existing watershed
protection Best Management Practices.
 Request Amount: Not to exceed $300,000
 Match: 15% Cash/Equivalent
 $100 application fee
Flood Mitigation Program (FMP)
The Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic
Development administers funds through Act 13 from the
Marcellus Legacy Fund to aid flood mitigation projects identified
as eligible by a flood protection authority or local government.
 Request Amount: Not to exceed $500,000; Project total
cost $50,000 or more
 Match: 15% Cash/Equivalent
 $100 application fee

•

Municipal Assistance Program (MAP)
The Department of Community & Economic Development
provides funds for local governments to the planning and
implementation of multiple services including shared service
activities, community planning, and floodplain management.
 Request Amount: Dependent upon available funds
 Match: 50%; 25% of which must be non-state funded

•

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) Trails
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural
Resources presently offers matching grants for the planning,
acquisition, construction, enhancement, and maintenance of
multi-use trails and trail-related facilities. This can include, but is
not limited to, interpretive signs, trail amenities, access roads
and parking areas, and equipment required to build and
maintain trails.
 Request Amount: Reasonable requests
 Match: 50%

•

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2)
Community Recreation and Conservation Planning
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural
Resources presently offers matching grants to prepare for future
planning, acquisition, development, and management of parks,
recreation facilities, critical habitat, open space, natural areas,
greenways, and river/watershed passageways.
 Request Amount: Reasonable requests
 Match: 50%

•

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) Land
Acquisition and Conservation
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural
Resources presently offers matching grants for the purchase
and/or donation of land for the purpose of recreation and park
areas, critical habitat areas, greenways, and open space.



•

Request Amount: Reasonable requests
Match: 50%

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) Park
Rehabilitation and Development
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural
Resources presently offers matching grants for the rehabilitation
and development of public parks, both indoor and outdoor
recreation facilities, small communities, greenways, and river
conservation and restoration projects.
 Request Amount: Reasonable requests
 Match: 50%

•

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) Peer
Circuit Rider Program
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural
Resources presently offers matching grants for expanding the
local capacity for parks, recreation, and conservation through
the partnership of municipalities, counties, and government
councils and the hiring of a shared professional who is jointly
funded by the formal partnership, commission, or authority.
 Request Amount: Reasonable requests
 Match: 10%

•

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) Riparian
Forest Buffer Program
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural
Resources presently offers matching grants for the identification
of sites in need of riparian forest buffers, as well as the design,
establishment, continued oversight, and short-term
maintenance for said buffers.
 Request Amount: Reasonable requests
 Match: 50%

•

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) State
and Regional Partnerships Funds
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural
Resources presently offers matching grants for the formation of
collaborative initiatives that improve the capacity to develop and
manage park and recreation facilities and advance conservation
of resources through education, training, and implementation.
 Request Amount: Reasonable requests
 Match: Varies

•

Coastal Zone Management Grant Program
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection is
annually awarded grants from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, which are competitively awarded,
for projects that include studies, research, planning, acquisition,
design, and minor construction to implement its policies and
focus on hazards, wetlands, public access, ocean resources, and
nonpoint pollution in the Delaware Estuary and Lake Erie Coastal
Zone.
 Request Amount: Not to exceed $50,000
 Match: One-to-one match (50%)

•

Environmental Education
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection offers
grants for projects which strengthen environmental education in
Pennsylvania. Projects can range from imaginative and hands-on
lessons for students, outdoor education resources, and teacher
training programs, to conservation education for adults and
communities.
 Request Amount: Average $3,000
 Match: N/A
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Growing Greener Watershed Protection
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection offers
grants for projects that work to clean up non-point sources of
pollution throughout Pennsylvania, conserve local watersheds,
acid mine drainage abatement and clean up, and plugging of
abandoned oil and gas wells.
 Request Amount: N/A
 Match:15% Cash or In-Kind; cannot include any DEP
monies or services

•

Nonpoint Source Implementation Program
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection offers
grants for projects that assist with Pennsylvania’s nonpoint
source management program for agricultural and urban run-off,
natural channel design, and stream bank stabilization projects.
 Request Amount: N/A
 Match:15% Cash or In-Kind; cannot include any DEP
monies or services

•

Municipal Recycling Program Grants
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection offers
recycling financial assistance financed by a recycling fee on
waste for county plans, recycling coordinators, recycling
performance, and hazardous waste collections with various
levels of reimbursements for each. Currently Closed.
 Request Amount: Average of $170,000
 Match: N/A

•

Nonpoint Source Pollution Education
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection offers
grants to inform communities of the cause, consequences, and
clean-up of nonpoint source water pollution. Only conservation
districts are eligible for this grant.
 Request Amount: Average of $2,000



Match: N/A

•

TreeVitalize Watersheds Grant Program
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and
Aqua Pennsylvania provide grants for riparian restoration and
storm water management. Applicants must be certified Tree
Tenders.
 Request Amount: N/A
 Match: 25% Cash/In-Kind

•

Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP)
The Pennsylvania Office of the Budget administers funds from
the Commonwealth for regional economic development, civic,
cultural, recreational, and historical improvements through
acquisition and construction projects.
 Request Amount: $100,000 minimum total project cost
 Match: 50% non-stat

•

Multi-Municipal Planning and Community Sustainability Grant
Program
The Local Government Academy administers funds from the
Heinz Endowments to provide support for the creation and use
of multi-municipal plans including, comprehensive plans,
implementing planning priorities, and community sustainability
assessments by a municipality or teams of municipalities.
 Request Amount: $500 one-time grant; Up to $8,500 to
hire assistance
 Match: N/A

•

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
The Department of Housing and Urban Development provides
grants for the benefit of low-income persons, aid in the
prevention or elimination of slums and blights, and to meet
urgent community needs. Funded projects include acquisition,

demolition, rehabilitation of structures, construction of public
facilities, provision of handicap access, historic preservation,
community planning, and energy conservation.
 Request Amount: Varies. State program Max $750,000;
Loan $500,000-$140 Million
 Match: Varies
•

•

•

•

Section 22: Planning Assistance to States (PAS or SEC 22)
Under Section 22 of the Water Resources Development Act of
1974 the Corps of Engineers aid local, state and non-Federal
groups in forming comprehensive plans for the conservation,
usage, and development of water resources and associated
lands. Projects are typically planning oriented.
 Request Amount: 50%
 Match: 50% Cash/In-Kind
Emergency Watershed Protection Program
The USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service provides
funding to aid individuals and conserve natural resources
through preparation for imminent hazards such as floods, fires,
drought, windstorms, and further natural incidents. The
program is divided into the EWP- Recovery and the EWPFloodplain Easement (FPE).
 Request Amount: 75% construction
 Match: Varies; 25% Cash/In-Kind
Earned Income Tax (EIT)
Municipally allocated earned income tax for the preservation of
farmland and natural areas and dedicated open space and
recreation .
Environmental Services Assistance Grant (ESA)
Municipal funding assistance provided through Northampton
County’s Livable Landscapes Program to support municipal

parks, land preservation and environmental services throughout
the County’s natural areas.
 Request Amount: Not to exceed $300,000
 Match: 50%
•

Hotel Tax for Tourism
Funding provided through Northampton County’s Hotel Tax to
support tourism and community development projects within
the County.
 Request Amount: 75%
 Match: Minimum 25%

•

Community Investment Partnership Program (CIPP)
The Northampton County Department of Community and
Economic Development administers funds through the Table
Games Revenue to supply the County’s aging communities with
resources to assist in revitalization, improved quality of life and
economic development.
 Request Amount: Maximum $50,000 ($10K limit for
Façades per property)
 Match: 50%; 30% for planning

•

Northampton County: 21st Century Open Space Initiative
Northampton County’s open space initiative provides funding
support for the administration and preservation of the County’s
natural areas, open space, farmlands, and the acquisition,
advancement and/or repair of parks.

•

Corporate & Foundation Funds
Numerous corporations and foundations, such as the Air
Products Foundation and William Penn Foundation, provide
hundreds of millions of dollars in grant funding opportunities
throughout Pennsylvania for various project categories, including
trails and recreation.
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Conclusion
The Northern Tier Trail Feasibility Study captures the sentiment of
the general public, fourteen municipalities, and a steering committee of
conservation, trail, marketing, and economic development professionals.
The study area, the trail destinations, and the trail alignments were each
agreed upon by attendees at regular meetings and public workshops.
And, to say the least, the public is excited to finally connect the Lehigh
River and the Delaware River. When complete, nearly 97 miles of trails
travelling across country, off the road and along country roads, beside
roads and through towns, will connect residents and visitors to
Northampton County’s Northern Tier.
This study highlights what is possible and estimates the cost to
implement the theoretical. Costs include full large trailheads at various
locations. They include new sidewalks and curbs in areas likely long in
the waiting for pedestrian mobility improvements. Graphic renderings
were prepared for critical areas in need, such as Danielsville, the Upper
Mount Bethel Township Park, the Portland Street Crossing and along the
side of state roads. These show to scaled degree what is possible as a
solution meant to solve current problems and to offer room for the
Northern Tier Trail.
A branding logo was developed through public and committee meetings
to galvanize the interest in the Northern Tier and to begin, in earnest,
the marketing and outreach for a very important opportunity. And, while
the constraints exist, and in many ways remind us of other trails in their
infancy, they are not insurmountable. Economic impact studies show
that trails of this length and with the many regional trail and tourism
connections available, yield their counties millions upon millions.
The Northern Tier Trail is physically possible, its cost can be equitably
shared, and it is supported by the community.

Meeting Attendance & Public Information

Email Announcements

Route revealed for Northampton County's Northern Tier Trail
Economic benefits touted
By: Bryan Hay
o
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Kent Baird, a community planner with Gilmore & Associates, gives a presenation about the Northern Tier Trail on May 14 in
Walnutport.
WALNUTPORT, Pa. - Consultants for the Northern Tier Trail, a proposed 35-mile trail that would extend from Walnutport to
Portland in Northampton County, presented their draft report Monday night, including an outline for the trail’s route.
Before a small but curious audience of about 12 people gathered in the Walnutport Canal Association pavilion, Northampton
County’s trail consultants, Gilmore & Associates of Allentown and Campbell Thomas & Co. of Philadelphia, said the spine of the
Northern Tier Trail would start on Blue Mountain Drive in Walnutport, then head onto Route 946 to Community Drive in
Moore Township, and then to Route 512 through Bushkill Township, into the Slate Belt and end in Portland.
With the Kittatinny Ridge to the north as a backdrop, the multiuse trail would intersect cultural, natural and historic points of
interest and help economic development in Lehigh, Moore, Bushkill, Plainfield, Washington, Upper Mount Bethel, Lower Mount
Bethel townships and the boroughs of Walnutport, Wind Gap, Pen Argyl, Bangor, East Bangor, Roseto and Portland.
Chapman, a borough of about 200 residents, would also be tied in because of its slate quarrying history and rail line.
Kent Baird, a community planner with Gilmore & Associates, said the planned trail would not be a single ribbon
connecting from the Lehigh River in Walnutport to the Delaware River in Portland, but a series of spurs and alternative
routes — country roads and abandoned rail beds, for example — coming off the main route from the north and south.
Plans for the Northern Tier Trail also indicate connections to the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor, the Appalachian
Trail, the September 11th National Memorial Trail, the Liberty-Water Gap Trail, the Two Rivers Trail Network and the Lehigh and
Delaware River Water trails.There would be signage and more sidewalks in the communities along the spine to encourage stops
and improve safety. Baird used Danielsville, a popular place for Appalachian Trail hikers to stop and rest, as a destination that
could see increased visitation because of the new trail system.

Successful trails create new economic activity and expand opportunities for existing businesses, he said. Those who
use trails “look for things that are authentic,” such as restaurants that serve locally sourced food.
Some land acquisition will be needed to complete the trail, but it would be done with donations and purchases, not condemnation,
Baird said. While it’s not easy to buy or acquire trail easements, the number of partnerships in Northampton County —
conservancies, hiking and biking clubs, historical societies and nature centers — is “greater than anywhere in the state” and would
work together to establish the trail, he said.
He said Northampton County would act as a parent organization and work with the municipalities and private organizations to
secure grants and funding for trail creation and maintenance.
“This region has a pent-up demand for this trail,” said Baird said. “The trail is about synergy between towns and
communities.”
Millennials and Baby Boomers share a common desire for shorter excursions that don’t require a substantial investment in gear
and lead to destinations like vineyards and places to enjoy a meal with friends. Trendy pastimes on trail excursions include visits
to farmers markets, bike camping and tentrr, a new activity where people can pay to camp on private land.
Bob Thomas, partner with Campbell Thomas & Co., said people are using multiuse trails, like the D&L, to reach a destination and
avoid traffic and get some exercise at the same time.
Baird also revealed the trail’s tagline, “River to river and everywhere in between,” and logo, a slate quarry gear with 15 dots on it,
representing the municipalities and county.
Bryan Cope, Northampton County’s open space coordinator and chairman of the Scenic Wild Delaware Geo-tourism
Program, said that after the plan is adopted by county council, he expects some smaller projects to be completed this
year and next.
He said both Northampton and Lehigh counties are working to develop a marketing campaign and a website that will identify trail
destinations.
Discussions for the Northern Tier Trail began about a year ago, when Northampton County undertook a $60,000 feasibility study,
of which $30,000 came from a state Department of Conservation and Natural Resources grant.
Baird said Gilmore & Associates surveyed all 14 municipalities about what they would like to see along the trail and held
public meetings that began last year. Last night’s was the third and final meeting.

Proposed 30-mile hiking trail system
would run from Portland to
Walnutport
A group is working on creating a trail that would start at the Delaware River in Portland Borough and go to the Lehigh River in Walnutport, creating connections to other major
trail systems along the way. (MORNING CALL FILE PHOTO)

Christina TatuContact ReporterOf The Morning Call

The Lehigh Valley is known for its many hiking and biking trails.
But there is one connection local officials say has yet to be made: an east to west path that would extend from the
Delaware River in Portland Borough to the Lehigh River in Walnutport, creating connections to other trails along
the way.
That could change under a project being spearheaded by Northampton County and a steering committee of 35
members who hope to create “The Northern Tier Trail.”
The exact path is still being determined, but the trail would traverse roughly 30 miles through the townships of
Lehigh, Moore, Bushkill, Plainfield, Washington, Upper Mount Bethel, Lower Mount Bethel, and the boroughs of
Walnutport, Wind Gap, Pen Argyl, Bangor, East Bangor, Rosetto and Portland.
It will also have connections to the Appalachian Trail, Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor, Two Rivers
Trail in the Easton area, the Liberty-Water Gap Trail near the Portland Area, and to the downtown areas of the
municipalities it crosses through.

Bryan Cope, Northampton County’s open space coordinator, hopes these connections inspire hikers and bikers to
create multiday itineraries, which, in turn, could lead to economic development along the trail in Northampton
County’s most rural areas.
“A lot of long-distance trails look for people who want to build their own itineraries for a long weekend. Connections
will lead directly to small businesses that can cater to outdoor uses, either with campsites, bed-and-breakfasts or
bike shops,” Cope said.
The county has looked to other long-distance trails for inspiration such as the Pine Creek Rail Trail, which follows
the Susquehanna River for 65 miles just north of Wellsboro in Tioga County, running south through Pine Creek
Gorge before ending at Jersey Shore in Lycoming County. Small towns along the trail feature farmer’s markets,
general stores and outdoor shops and rest areas.
Mayor Lance Prator hopes the proposed Northern Tier Trail could inspire the same type of business in Portland, a
361-acre municipality in Northampton County’s Slate Belt along the Delaware River.
Prator pictures a trail that will not only bring hikers and bikers, but also investors who see an opportunity to open a
bed-and-breakfast, hotel, or outdoor-themed shop such as a bike or tackle store.
The borough is already home to the Liberty-Water Gap Trail, but Prator hopes the major trail connections of the
Northern Tier project bring enough visitors to pique the interest of developers.
With the Liberty Trail, the borough has seen more hikers, bikers and kayakers than ever, but the municipality is still
struggling to recover from past floods that caused some businesses to leave.
“Right now people come to Portland and they either have to go to Easton or Stroudsburg to get a hotel. They always
ask where is a good place to eat,” Prator said. Currently the downtown only has a bagel shop and a bar.
Portland’s last flood was in 2008, and some businesses have been boarded up since then.
“Right now there are four or five vacant buildings, which is a lot for having such a small downtown,” Prator said.
“Hopefully, this will lead to something bigger which will take our economic development further.”

Mike Kukitz, executive director of the Northern Lehigh Recreation Authority, which serves Slatington, Walnutport
and Washington Township, said a foot traffic counter along the D&L Trail in Slatington counted 24,000 trail users
total last year. A trail connecting the D&L with other possible destinations could be a real boon to the area, he said.
“It will create the opportunity for more trail users. You look at what they are doing up in Jim Thorpe,” Kukitz said of
the Carbon County borough that’s capitalized on its proximity to the Lehigh Gorge State Park, D&L Trail, and the
Lehigh River.
In recent years, multiple outdoor-themed businesses offering bike excursions and whitewater rafting, as well as new
restaurants have flourished there because of eco-tourism, he said.
Northampton County recently began a $60,000 feasibility study for its proposed Northern Tier Trail, $30,000 of
which was provided by a grant from Pennsylvania’s Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. The
remainder of the money came from the county, Cope said.
The county hired the consulting firm Gilmore & Associates Inc. of Allentown and the Philadelphia architecture firm
Campbell Thomas & Co to conduct the study and determine the exact route and what properties the trail would
cross.
Gilmore & Associates recently launched an online survey asking residents what amenities they would like to see
along the trail. The first of several anticipated public meetings on the trail project is expected to take place in late
October with a draft map of the proposed trail route to be presented early next year, Cope said.
NORTHERN TIER TRAIL
•
•

•
•

Proposed hiking-biking trail that would go from Delaware River in Portland west to Lehigh River in
Walnutport.
Would pass through the townships of Lehigh, Moore, Bushkill, Plainfield, Washington, Upper Mount Bethel
and Lower Mount Bethel, and the boroughs of Walnutport, Wind Gap, Pen Argyl, Bangor, East Bangor,
Rosetto and Portland.
Being spearheaded by Northampton County and a steering committee of 35 members.
Feasibility study being undertaken Northampton County to determine a route.

