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Pumpkins  Plant the whole pumpkin directly into the ground in your garden. The pumpkin     
 will decompose and provide great nutrients for the soil.  
 

 Compost your pumpkin– find a shady spot in your yard, smash or chop up your   
 pumpkin, cover with leaves or wood chips.  This covering will protect the       

    pumpkin from insects and pests.  Let mother nature take over, within a few  
    weeks you will have nutrient-rich compost that you can spread plant and flower  
    beds for a special treat. 

 

 Food for animals. Remove any candle wax and chop the pumpkin into big         
 pieces  for local deer, or scatter the seeds in the yard for the squirrels and  

    birds. Make sure your pumpkin is still fresh and not moldy. 

 

Costumes 

 

Treats  Candy wrappers are not recyclable. They’re a hybrid material made from paper  
 and plastic, which makes them kind of a nightmare at the recycling center.  
 

 Some treats do come in recyclable containers-foods packaged in paperboard,  
 like raisins or juice, are recyclable. 

 

 Store-bought Halloween decorations, like plastic bunting, paper spiders, and    
 spooky table centerpieces are sometimes recyclable. If they’re all paper and        

  didn’t get grease on them, you can recycle them.  
 

 Plastic is a little bit trickier. Your best bet is to check the packaging and what is      
 accepted in your curbside recycling or drop-off programs. Since decorations can   

  use so many combinations of materials, it’s hard determine a direct “yes” or “no”   
  about what is and isn’t recyclable. 

Decorations 

 

  If your costume is in good shape after Halloween, you can donate it.  
 

  You could also save your costume for next year and host a costume swap    
  with your friends next Halloween. Free costumes for everyone!  
 

  If your costume got stained or is in tatters after the holiday, cut it up and add it  
  to your rag pile. Or reuse it next year as the zombie version of whatever it was   
  this year. 

 

http://earth911.com/food/recycling-mysteries-candy-wrappers/
http://greenlivingideas.com/2014/10/17/costume-swap-greening-your-halloween-costume-routine/

