
Food Waste Problem 

40% of all food produced is the U.S. is 
wasted.  The amount of food Americans throw 
away each year is staggering.  In 2016 alone, 
more than 60 million tons of food waste was 

generated.   
 

Food makes up 20% of landfill weight, the 
single largest municipal waste source.   Food 
waste buried in landfills emits methane as it 
breaks down.  Methane is a greenhouse gas 
that is 85 times more powerful than carbon 

dioxide over a 20-year period. 
 

Food waste is not garbage.  It is a resource 
that can be transformed into compost.  

Compost is a nutrient –rich soil additive.  
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Learning and demonstrating processes 

and techniques that protect our 

environment and drive sustainability. 

Compostable Food Waste 

Examples include fruits &  vegetables, eggs & 

eggshells, tea & coffee, breads & grains,          

non-dairy liquids, paper & cardboard. 
 

Key items that should not be composted are 

meat, dairy, cans, glass, Styrofoam, metal and 

plastics.  These materials are contaminants and 

must be kept out of the food waste composting 

stream. 

What does compostable food  

waste look like? 
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Managing Food Waste Responsibly 

 EPA estimates that nearly 22% of municipal 

landfill material is food waste.  This does not 

include the water, vehicle fuel, energy, labor, 

pesticides, land, and fertilizers used to make 

and transport food.  When we throw food in the 

trash, we’re throwing away much more than 

food.  Landfilled food waste rots and produces 

methane gas.  Minimizing food waste needs to 

be a top priority and managing the remaining  

portion is critical. 
 

 By sending food scraps to a composting facility 

or composting at home instead of a landfill, 

we’re helping make healthy soils.  Producing 

and adding compost to gardens, highway   

construction sites, and poor soils ,makes great 

things happen.  Properly composted organics 

(from food & yard waste) improves soil health 

and structure, improves water retention, and 

reduces the need for fertilizers and pesticides. 

 The Pilot Project    

  Northampton County (NC) was awarded a competitive 

grant created to examine the potential of food waste     

composting.  NC received this grant from USEPA    

Region III, Philadelphia.  NC focused on applying the 

grant to maximize the benefit for practical results in a 

real-world setting.  Since the grant was not large, the 

project needed an efficient design to maximize project 

duration and to  provide meaningful results.  These   

limitations also led to utilizing a compost service      

company solution vs. purchasing equipment and   

providing additional labor and space for a stand-alone 

compost facility.  Further, since food waste is heavy and 

transportation can be both expensive and impactful to 

air quality, it made sense to utilize a nearby composting 

site.  This minimizes travel time, labor, trucking, and fuel 

requirements.  Fortunately, a food waste composting 

service provider is located nearby within NC. 

Site Selection 

Partnering with the Easton Main Street Initiative, locations 

with high potential were identified. Those sites were     

carefully  evaluated based on their participation interest & 

suitability to design criteria. The design sought just a few 

sites that would provide a good cross section of food 

waste generator types.  Since food service providers face 

the most significant food waste management challenges, 

it made sense to focus there.  Close proximity among 

sites was crucial to create collection efficiency and       

concentrate pilot program efforts.  Following a lengthy       

selection, review, and evaluation process, three sites 

(four generators) were selected within a small radius in     

downtown Easton. 

Pilot Sites 

  Easton Area Community Center (EACC)  

 St. Vincent de Paul food pantry (sharing with EACC) 

 Third and Ferry St. Fish Market 

 Two Rivers Brewing Co. 

Program Development 

The EPA grant is used to fund dedicated food 

waste collection containers, collection, and       

composting services for the pilot sites.  Once pilot 

sites were onboard, site management and staff 

training was conducted.  This information exchange 

answered questions and helped prepare the sites to 

begin food waste collections.  Collection schedules 

and other details were provided as well as         

identification signage to remind staff what is and is 

not compostable food waste. 

Pilot Objectives & Timing 

 Examine the practicality of food waste             

composting within Northampton County. 

 Assist food service providers wishing to compost 

waste in a low-risk setting. 

 Capture real-world food waste composting      

collection and processing experience at a       

scalable measure. 

 Gather and share with the community their     

experiences. 

 Provide key updates and project close-out       

information on the cost and impacts of food waste 

composting. 

 Food waste collections in this Pilot began in   

January 2017 and are estimated to extend for 

approximately one year. 

http://www.eastonareacc.org/
http://www.thirdandferry.com/
http://www.tworiversbrewing.com/

