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 Northampton County to Launch a Program for Older Residents with Mental Health Issues 

 

 

Lamont McClure and the Northampton County Department of Human Services will 

launch a pilot program this Fall to provide services for older individuals suffering from mental 

health issues and who reside in Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) or Personal Care Homes 

(PCH). The Mental Health/Aging Program (MH/AP) will not be a twenty-four hour on-call 

service, but seeks to enhance the daily life of seniors by providing 1:1 counseling and support 

to address behavioral challenges so seniors can maintain their residency in approved facilities.  

Seniors with behavioral problems can be difficult to place or can be at high risk of 

losing their placements. The purpose of this program is to provide behavioral interventions for 

patients and technical assistance for care providers. MH/AP will be funded by County Mental 

Health and Aging Program division’s base dollars. It is not a treatment program and will not 

provide nursing, “severe” crisis intervention, emergency placement or transfer services. Its 
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focus will be on enhancing daily life, trouble-shooting behavioral challenges and providing 

support in order for targeted individuals to maintain residency in a SNF or PCH. 

The Department of Human Services, Mental Health and Aging Division has put out a 

Request for Proposal to solicit bids from providers. Responses are due by August 20th with the 

pilot program expected to launch sometime after September.  

To be eligible, individuals must be residents of Northampton County. The pilot 

program will begin at Gracedale Nursing Home and has the potential to provide significant 

benefits to both residents and staff. If the results are positive, the program will be implemented 

in other skilled nursing facilities and personal care homes in the County of Northampton. 
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