
 

Elections Board Meeting 
September 19th, 2022 – 3:00 PM 

Northampton County Courthouse – 3rd Floor Training Room 
 

In attendance: 

Elections Staff:      Elections Commission Board: 

Chris Commini (phone) – Elections Registrar  Sharon Gavin-Levy - Chair 

Amy Hess – Deputy Registrar    Vicki Evert 

Shawn MacDougall – Elections Tech Specialist Daniel Lopresti 

Richard Santee- Solicitor      Margie DeRenzis 

        Scott Hough (phone) 

         

 

Sharon calls the meeting to order 

Approval of the Minutes: 

A motion was made to approve the minutes from June 15, it was seconded and 
approved. 

 

Courtesy of the Floor  

Lisa Foley, election worker. She asks what is being done to maintain the 
voter rolls. Amy explains that Northampton County follows state guidelines. The 
county sends out address verification letters every year to voters who the state 
has determined, through various methods, may have an incorrect address in the 
voter registration system, and the elections office records their responses. She 
then asks if the drop boxes are monitored. Northampton County drop boxes are 
allocated in government owned buildings under video surveillance. Ricky says the 



sheriff office has a video feed of all drop boxes. She also asks if Northampton 
County is prepared to do a hand count of the votes. Ricky says that it’s a 
hypothetical question and that the election code lists the procedures required for 
recount and audits, and the elections office is prepared to hire temps for any such 
situation. Scott asks if the sheriff department monitors the video feed 24 hours a 
day. Richard answers that he cannot answer specific questions for security 
reasons, but the video feed is part of the sheriff’s office general surveillance 
routine. The City of Bethlehem monitors the dropbox at City Hall. Ricky asks for a 
brief recess to go into an executive session, which is approved.  

 

Solicitor’s Report 

The Department of State, under an order from the 3th Circuit Court, issued 
guidance under the Migliori case that undated mail in ballots count based on the 
court decision. A lack of a date is considered immaterial to vote. Based on this 
ruling, the election office will not be sending out letters to voters who submit 
ballots with date issues as it did in previous elections, because currently these 
ballots will count as is. If someone dates somewhere on the envelope that is not 
on the line, that is also considered as properly dating the ballot. 

 

Registrar’s Report: 

Act 88 is a new grant program from the state. There is a 75-day report 
required by the State, which the county is attesting they will follow specific 
guidelines to qualify for the grant money, most of which the county was already 
doing before this Act. There is a 90-day post-election report, which is a report 
detailing how the county used the grant money. The canvass will begin on 
Thursday after the election instead of Friday, since the Friday after the election is 
Veteran’s Day. There are currently 222,373 registered voters. There are currently 
28,304 mail-in ballot applications for the General Election. There are no polling 
place changes. Temps have been hired and they started on Monday. L&A testing 
of the voting machines will take place on Oct 17, 18, & 19, with ES&S. L&A testing 
of the poll books will take place on Nov. 1 & 2. The elections office ordered new 
envelopes with yellow secrecy envelopes, but they will use their old stock first, of 



which there are about 20,000 left. On Monday, the elections office filmed a video 
for poll book training. There will be mandatory training for new workers in 
October. Scott asked how the ballots will be store over the holiday weekend. 
Ricky said it’s no different from before, where the canvass starts on Friday and 
then everything is locked in the elections office in the ballot room for the 
weekend. 

 

New Business: 

Act 88 compliance certification. Chris did a review of office policies as it regards to 
Act 88 compliance. Ricky explained that the Department of Health sends notices 
of deceased voters to the elections office. The ERIC system generates letters to 
voters who may have moved. Ballots are secured in a locked room inside the 
office, which is another part of the requirements.  

 

A motion is made to adjourn the meeting, and it passes. 

 

 


