NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
GAMBLING IMPACT COMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 9, 2008
The scheduled meeting of the Northampton County Gambling Impact Committee was held at 6:35 PM, June 9,
2008 in the third floor County Council Meeting Room.
ROLL CALL
The following committee members were present:
Robert Balum
.Peg Ferraro
Ross Marcus, Vice-chair
Victor Mazziotti

Robert Pfenning, Chair
John Stoffa
Ann Terres

The following media representative was present:
Carol Smith, Bethlehem Press
The following municipalities were represented:
Hellertown Borough
Lower Saucon Township
GUEST SPEAKER
Nanette L. Homer, Director
Office of Compulsive and Problem Gambling
Pennsylvania Gambling Control Board
Nan Homer made a very informative presentation to the Committee. Some of the areas she covered
were the following:
Employee Wagering
Employees with gaming licenses may not gamble anywhere in Pennsylvania.
Employees with non-gaming licenses may not gamble in the facility where employed.
Credit Availability
Licensed facilities may not grant credit or make credit or debit card cash advances to players.

Personal checks payable to the casino will be accepted up to a daily limit of$ 2,500.
Underage Gambling
No one under 21 years of age may be on the gambling floor. 18-20 year olds may work in
non-gambling areas of the facility.
Exclusion from Facilities
Certain persQtlswho are career or professional offenders may be excluded from all Pennsylvania
facilities.
Repeat offenders are excludable from Pennsylvania facilities.
Gamblers may voluntarily elect for self-exclusion for a period of 1 year, 5 years or for life.
1 year and 5 year exclusions automatically renew unless the person requests removal from the list.
All people requesting self-exclusion are interviewed before being place on the list. Anytime an ill
is presented, the list is checked. Complimentary services and marketing promotions are stopped.
Anyone on the list found on the premises will be arrested for trespassing. This list applies to all
Pennsylvania facilities. So far, there are 303 people on the self-exclusion list in Pennsylvania
(48% for 1 year, 22% for 5 years and 30% for lifetime

- 52.5%are male

and 47.5% are female-

age range is 22 to 78).
Compulsive and Problem Gambling Treatment Fund
Under the law, each year 0.1% of Gross Terminal Revenue, with a minimum level of $ 1.5
million, is place in the treatment fund. The Pennsylvania Department of Health through its Bmeau
of Drug and Alcohol Prevention administers the fund and develops guidelines for the program. Funds
are paid to individual certified treatment providers. No funds go to county governments.
Pennsylvania's Compulsive and Problem Gamblin~ Program
Each licensed facility must have an approved compulsive and problem gambling plan in place.
This plan must specify goals, procedmes, responsibilities of employees, employee training programs,
outreach programs funded and signage. On-site Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board agents monitor
the functioning of the plan. Review of the plan and its operation is part of the annual license renewal
process. Publications and signage with the 1-800 help line number must be displayed. All advertising
must prominently includethe 1-800 number. As an example of outreach programs funded, the Sands
Bethlehem has sponsored training of certified treatment providers.
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board Outreach
The PGCB itself has a number of outreach programs in place.
Since Nan Horner grew up in Atlantic City, she was asked about the impact of gambling in her home
town. She felt it was a positive development for the city.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Preliminary minutes of the April 14, 2008 meeting were distributed. The Chair requested committee
members to review the preliminary minutes and forward comments to him. No further action was taken. The
April 14 minutes should be available at the September 8 meeting for approval.
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR RE: AGENDA ITEMS
No comments were made by those present.
OLD BUSINESS
Dealing with Compulsive Gambling in Our Community Seminar
Ann Terres reported on the seminar held in Bethlehem on April 26. Members of the faith
community who were present hope to work with the casino in providing support for problem gamblers.
Municipal Grant Awarding Authoritv Update
John Stoffa reported that at the end of May the General Purpose Authority (GPA) agreed that it
would be willing to serve as the grant making authority. The GPA will be sending the appropriate legal
paperwork to County Council which must designate the grant making authority. Later in the meeting,
Mr. Stoffa indicated that consideration might be given to increasing the membership of the GPA by
adding representatives of additional municipalities.
Request for Bethlehem Police Gambling Crime Impact Report
Bob Balum reported that he had requested a copy of the report from Police Commissioner
Randy Miller, but was informed that he could not release the report - it had to come from the Mayor.
After discussion, the Committee requested John Stoffa to ask the Mayor for a copy of the report.
Section 1512 Policy Issue
The Chair indicated that at the last meeting he made a mistake in asking Jill Mancini for a
policy on Section 1512 as it applies to the County. The Chair said that the function of this Committee
is to raise issues such as the need for a Section 1512policy, but it was solely within the authority of the
County Executive to create such a policy. John Stoffa acknowledged that he is clearly aware of the
issue. No further action on the part of this Committee is needed at this time.
Other Old Business
There was no other old business discussed.
NEW BUSINESS
Bethlehem Update

Name Change. The Chair reported that the name of the Bethlehem facility has officially been
changed to Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem.
Revenue Estimates. The Chair also discussed the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue
estimates recently published in the Express-Times which were:

Northampton County
Northampton County Municipalities

2009

2010

$ 506,736
844,560

$ 1,675,350
2,792,250

He noted that both estimates appeared to be calculated on the basis of a Win/Slot/Day of $ 255 both for the 3,000 machines in 2009 and the 5,000 machines in 2010. This seemed to be incorrect
since usually the Win/Slot/Day decreases when the number of available machines increases.
Pennsylvania Update
Revenue trends. The Chair noted that the amount of Gross Terminal Revenue seems to be
headed upwards in contrast to other gamblingjurisdictions. In April, both Pennsylvania and Atlantic
City had similar payout percentages (around 91.3%), but Pennsylvania had a higher Win/SlotJDay
($ 311 vs. $ 247). The $ 311 Win/Slot/Day indicates that overall the State is under capacity in terms
number of machines given industry averages.
The Chair also noted that by the end of July, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs will be opening
their new permanent facility and would be doubling the number of slot machines available.
Table games. The Chair reported that legislation (HB2121) has been introduced to permit
table games at Pennsylvania facilities. The first draft of the bill provides for a tax rate on the table
games revenue of34% to 35%. The industry feels the rate needs to be much lower say 15%.

-

Industry Update
East Coast Gaming Congress. The Chair reported on the recently held East Coast Gaming
Congress in Atlantic City. The topic of Video Lottery Terminals (VLTs) (slots basically) being
allowed at the Meadowlands Racetrack was mentioned. Currently, the Atlantic City casino industry
pays a subsidy to New Jersey's horseracing industry to keep VLTs out of the Meadowlands. The
existence ofVLTs at the Meadowlands might prove to be competition to Sands Bethlehem's northern
New Jersey market penetration.
He also noted that at the end of the session, a couple of industry executives expressed their
opinion that Sands Bethlehem would have an impact on Atlantic City's revenues when it opens.
Other New Business
Ross Marcus distributed a copy of an article which was a layman's review of a recent paper
entitled "Challenges that Confront Researchers on Estimating the Social Costs of Gambling".

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR ON ANY GAMBLING IMPACT MATTER
No comments were made by anyone present.
ADJOURNMENT
Note that the next Committee meeting will be held Monday, September 8, 2008.

